“Learning together to challenge and achieve”
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Dear Parents and Carers,
Where did November go? The children have already been back for four weeks and I cannot find the
space on this newsletter to reflect all the learning and enjoyment that has being going on in school.
Our Forest school continues, which is amazing as the children haven’t missed a week despite some
pretty cold and wet weather. It has been so lovely to see how much they love being part of these
lessons and I want to say a huge thank you to Mrs Eldred Mrs Critchley for making this happen.
Thank you for making the time to attend our virtual parent’s evening, we had such a positive
response and the teachers really enjoyed meeting you all. We will be sending the children’s reports
home at the end of term with a brief outline of their successes and points to improve. It is very
difficult at this time to report on attainment or progress due to the children having missed so much
school time but rest assured we will be doing this next term. As we near the end of term we still have
so much to fit in such as the fun run, Christmas enterprise, class assemblies, productions and plans
for the end of term parties. I am so grateful to the staff at Dale Hall for enabling all these things to
still go ahead despite the restrictions.
Thank you for your continued support, feedback and positivity around very challenging times. It
means so much to us all.
Mrs Dedicoat

On Friday 13th November we
raised awareness of Children in
Need by wearing creative
footwear. It was fantastic to see
so many colourful feet walking
around the building. There
were some really mature
discussions across the school
and we are incredibly grateful
to everyone who used the link
to make donations directly to
Children in Need.
Mrs Spalding

“Learning together to challenge and achieve”

Year One

Year 1 have been exploring their new power of
reading The Last Wolf. We have been learning
all about wolves and writing wolf character
descriptions. In Art we have been painting our
own woodland scenes using the technique of
pointillism. In DT we have been learning all
about moving mechanisms. We learnt how to
make a moving picture using the slider
mechanism. We have also been learning about
mammals and reptiles. We were very lucky to
meet Turbo the tortoise and explore the
different features of reptiles first hand. We
really enjoyed feeding him lettuce and
raspberries and stroking his shell!

Year 2
We have had such a busy time since coming back from half term. We
became historians and found out all about the Gun Powder plot, we
even met some of the characters in our class and were able to ask them
questions. We thought about who was the real baddie in the plot, was
it the ring leader, Robert Catesby or maybe Guy Fawkes himself? At
home we carried on our research and produced what we learnt in many
different ways-we had actors, news readers and wonderful non-fiction
texts produced! Whales and Dolphins also have some amazing poets,
we used similes to write poems about fireworks. This week we have
started looking at out new power of reading text but we can't tell you
what it's called yet, that is still to be revealed!

We have started our mantle work and
have been learning about American
Black Bears from Yellowstone
National Park.
This week we finished out PoR text
Krindlekrax and looked at column
addition and subtraction.

Year 3
We used oil
pastels to create
our own
pumpkin designs.

We made scales for our Krindlekrax display. Smashed
windows and cracked pavements were also made using the
skills and techniques learnt from our colour mixing art topic.
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Art Gallery
Year 4

This term we have been reading The Ice
Bear by Jackie Morris. The story is set in
the Arctic, so we have made our
classrooms look like winter
wonderlands!
We have used the Arctic as a stimulus for
work across all subjects. The children
have written beautiful descriptions of
the Arctic landscape and emotive poems
in English. They explored negative
numbers in Maths and learnt about the
water cycle in Science. They have also
used an array of techniques to draw
snowy mountains and the Northern

Year 5 have continued with their excellent spy work
and we have been gripped by the unfolding dramas
in our Power of Reading book, ‘Stormbreaker’. The
children created some amazing persuasive adverts
to convince people that they really needed some of
the gadgets from the story and it looks like, with
their powers of persuasion, we might have some
future politicians on our hands!
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We have also been out
investigating the weather (in a
slight slant on our Stormbreaker
title) and made rain gauges to
measure rainfall. We were lucky
that we have had so much to

In Year 6 we have been immersing ourselves in a brand new
text - War Game.
This text tells the story of a group of Suffolk lads who went
to fight in WW1 and focuses on the Christmas Day Truce of
1914.
This week we have used guided reading to analyse and to
source information. Next week we will be using drama and
creative writing to bring the text to life.

Dash came and visited Jaguars class
for the morning to look at all their
beautiful work this term. They have
worked extremely hard and it was
great for them to show this off to a
very attentive admirer.

Year 5
Year 6
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The Reception
Reception
children have enjoyed exploring their creativity through
designing their own Rangoli patterns and Mehndi hands and
used clay to make a Diva lamp. They used chalks to experiment
making marks that represent fireworks and used some
fantastic language to go with them. In addition to this, they
enjoyed applying their phonic skills when reading recipes to
make potions and loved exploring pumpkins. The children
have heard the beginning of our story Aaaargh. Spider! and
have worked hard rescuing spiders from tangled webs, racing
spiders with fans, taking turns playing a spider game and
developing their scissor skills when cutting along a spider web.
We have now completed Phase 2 phonics and will spend the
remainder of this term consolidating the phonemes and tricky
words learnt and exploring rhyming and alien words. In maths,
we have used maths stories which use the words first, then
and now to help the children to gain a deep understanding of
adding one more and finding one less.

Look at all the fun the children in Rainbow club have been
having. There are still a few spaces left between now and the
end of term so if you need a few extra hours after school then
please contact Emma direct
@Ecarpenter.premier@gmail.com

URGENT ACTION
I have been contacted recently by some very concerned parents and residents regarding some of our parents
behaviour just outside of the school gates. Unfortunately, when some parents have been asked to park responsibly
by residents or concerned on lookers they have been spoken to in an aggressive way using foul language. Please be
aware that we should be setting a positive example in front of our children as well as the school community.
I do appreciate that parking can be difficult but we have drastically reduced the pressure by staggered start and
finish times. I have also had reports of parents arriving as early as 8.00am and waiting in the car outside the school.
Please arrive and leave promptly which will allow all parents time to drop off responsibly. Can I also respectfully ask
that parents do not smoke near the school gates or near other children. We are, at all times, trying to promote
healthy lifestyles as a community and try to uphold this in and around our school.

