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Dear Parents and Carers,
It is hard to believe that we are nearly at the end of May and summer is officially here. So much has happened at
Dale Hall in the last four weeks and I will try to reflect as much of this as possible in this months Newsletter. The
children have worked incredibly hard and have often found full days exhausting. However, there is a real sense of
hope mixed with determination which has carried us forward into the half term break. We have been working very
hard to improve the handwriting at Dale Hall and this is really starting to show. From EYFS to year 6 we have been
practising our continuous cursive styles as well as working on our overall presentation. As you may be aware this was
a focus from last years Ofsted report. The fluency of writing is now developing which we had always anticipated and
now the children are able to plan, draft, edit and refine their writing. This is then finalised into a beautifully
presented piece of writing, often with illustrations and special touches.
We have also been enjoying our daily mile on the field and taking part in the forest school sessions. As the weather
becomes warmer we hope to continue to work outside as often as possible so please ensure your child has a named
sun hat and water bottle ready to bring after half term– drawstring bags are permitted.
Parents evening is set to go ahead and full details and expectations will be sent out on Monday 7th of June along
with a parent mail form. This will need to be filled in before you can attend and is a requirement.
Finally, I am able to confirm the staffing arrangements for September which you can find on the last page of the
Newsletter. We will be starting the transition process early this year to enable the children to learn the layout of the
school, meet their teacher and see their new classroom within plenty of time.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a lovely and sunny half term!
Mrs Dedicoat

Hello everyone,
Well we have made it to half term and we have nearly
made it to June. The weather forecast looks like there is
finally some sun on the horizon and I know I cannot wait
for this!
I am also very excited that restrictions continue to ease
and that I can spend more time in classrooms!
I have been working hard on our RSHE curriculum and
met with teachers this week to talk about what we will
prioritise for the remaining weeks of term. We all agreed
that we want to prioritise supporting pupils to develop
their self esteem, resilience and understanding of what
makes them unique. We will also be working more on
why it’s important to tell a trusted adult if you feel
unsafe. After half term I will be sending out a virtual
information talk to keep you all informed of exactly
what the new curriculum involves.
Enjoy a week off and I will see you all in June!
Mrs Spalding

Year One
In Year 1 we have been enjoying our PoR text 'The Secret
Sky Garden'. The story is about a little girl who decides to
clean up an old, abandoned car park to build her own
beautiful garden. We had a go at creating our own gardens.
The children carefully planted cress and wildflower seed
and collected some natural materials to decorate them.
The children worked harmoniously together and we were
really proud of how they listened and developed each
other’s ideas, whilst taking turns and sharing the resources.
After we had finished we wrote instructions on how to
create a secret garden. We have also been having lots of
fun exploring primary and secondary colours using our selfservice paints. The children are getting very good at
creating different shades for their pictures. Well done
Penguins and Sea Turtles!

Year 2
Both classes created an experiment to
find out the things needed for plants need
to grow. The children chose one thing not
to give the plant, light, nutrients, warmth
or water.
In Art we have been deciding what Jack
might look like and what he would choose
to spend his money on.

Year 3
In Year 3 we have just started our new Power of Reading book. At the
moment we are unaware of the name of the book or the front cover.
We have shared our initial impressions and responses to the pictures
we have seen so far. Through discussion we have created questions
about feelings, experiences and personality to ask (hot seat) a character

We have also visualised certain scenes in our minds
and then sketched, drawn or painted what we could
see. As the book is set in a forest we have also
compared other traditional tales to this book and
discussed the similarities. We have looked at the
reasons why an author may choose a forest as the
setting.

Art Gallery
Year 4 have been
immersing themselves in our Ancient
Egyptian topic. They've been linking
their learning to Art, History,
Geography and English throughout
the term. The children have
produced Egyptian topic books filled
with cartouche's, Hieroglyphics,
information about the seasons, the
river Nile, agriculture, and religious
beliefs including mummification. The
children are very proud of the
learning their have produced and
choose how to present it in their
topic books too.

In year 5 we have really
been getting to grips with
protractors! After lots of
practising with holding
them the right way, lining
them up correctly and
reading from zero, we are
nearly all adept at
recognizing, naming,
measuring and drawing
angles - challenging skills
to master! We have
followed this up with
looking at triangles and
investigating the
properties of them…in
lots of different ways.

Year 4

In art, we are moving towards creating some fabulous
lino prints. As the tools can be quite tricky to use, we
have been practising on easier designs and smaller
pieces of lino. Lots of us found this quite hard to master
so we have kept on trying and are now looking forward
to creating our final pieces and rolling the ink over
them… See Art Gallery for final pieces…!

We've had a really exciting few
weeks in Year 6, as preparations
get underway for the leavers
performance of Shakespeare
Rocks! The children have been
allocated their parts and were
extremely keen to start
learning their scripts (and songs)
straight away! After half term, we
will be starting our English and
topic learning based on William
Shakespeare. We hope this will
give the children a real sense of
understanding about the man
and his plays.

We were also lucky enough to be visited
by two PCSOs to discuss online safety.
The children were keen to share
experiences and some of their own
knowledge around this issue. They
asked some great questions and dealt
with the matter in a mature way.

EYFS
Reception

In maths we have been busy thinking about double numbers and halving.
The children have shown this in lots of different ways. Two of their
favourite ways was using dominoes and playdough.
We have carried on the focus to our book “The Bog Baby” and the children
have been explaining their opinions to their friends. They have done this
verbally and through attempting to write sentences.

We have been discussing
festivals we celebrate and
talking about Eid and how
this is celebrated! The
children have made some
fantastic temples that we
have been looking at too!

Classes and teachers for September 2021
EYFS
Mrs K Batten (Full time across both classes)

Mrs Ross/Mrs Jenkins

Year 1
Miss Grover (Penguins)

Year 2
Miss Green (Seaturtles)

Year 3
Mr Spalding (Owls)

Mrs Hines/ Mrs Eldred

Mrs Cattermole (Phase leader– Whales) Mr Glover (Dolphins)
Year 4

Mr Catchpole (Kestrels)

Mrs Graham (Hawks)

Year 5

Year 6

Mr Parker (Phase leader– Tigers) Miss Bailey (Panthers)

Mr Bolton (Lions)

Mr Hatcher (Eagles)

Mrs Critchley (Leopards)

We have decided that we will be mixing the classes moving from reception into Year 1. Mrs Morris will be writing to
you with the class details after half term.
Penguins will move to Whales and Sea turtles to Dolphins.

Whales will move to Owls and Dolphins to Kestrels

Owls will move to Eagles and Kestrels to Hawks

Hawks will move to Panthers and Eagles to Tigers

Panthers will move to Lions and Tigers to Leopards

Whilst Mrs Goodfellow is on her maternity leave Mrs Morris will be the Assistant head for the whole school. Mrs
Allum is taking on a new role as our Achievement Leader, focussing on pupil progress and attainment. Mrs
Cattermole is taking over as Lower Phase Leader and Mr Parker will continue to lead our Upper key stage team.
Mrs Allum and Mrs Morris will be teaching in Lower Phase (covering leadership and ECT time) and Mrs Spalding
and myself will be teaching in Upper phase. Mrs Parrish will be joining the Year 5 team.
We have appointed a new EYFS transition leader, Mrs Karen Batten who will be working across our EYFS and
nurseries to ensure our children have the best possible start to school.
Miss Killeen is planning to return from her maternity leave in January 2022 and will be job sharing with Mrs
Graham in year 4. We are so fortunate to have such a strong team of teachers in place for September. I hope you
have a relaxing and sun drenched half term.

